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In recent years, stem cell research has taken on a global character, fueling funding initiatives and po-
litical discussions in countries around the world. Stem cell research organizations must necessarily
follow suit if they are to address the needs and concerns of a truly international membership. The In-
ternational Society for Stem Cell Research (ISSCR), a nonprofit organization formed in 2002, serves
its diverse membership as well as other stakeholders by providing a global forum for learning about
and discussing the latest issues, challenges, and advances in stem cell biology and related fields.As the world’s largest organization dedicated to the field of
stem cell research, the International Society for Stem Cell
Research (ISSCR) sees strengthening and maintaining its
international character as one of its foremost objectives.
In its brief history, the society has grown rapidly, with an
annual meeting series that developed from a 650 person
conference held in Washington D.C. in 2003 to a major
society that attracted more than 2200 attendees to the 4th
ISSCR Annual Meeting in Toronto in 2006. Indeed, the
ISSCR’s membership, with 47 countries represented by at
least one member, serves as an index of the interest that
this discipline has attracted around the world. While some
nations currently prohibit some forms of stem cell research,
typically those that involve human embryonic stem cells,
none denies the fundamental biological importance and re-
markable promise that stem cell research as a whole offers,
a consensus that is reinforced with each new advance.
Membership statistics alone, however, do not tell the full
story; it is participation that counts. The ISSCR actively
seeks to ensure that its international members are well
represented in the scientific programs of its meetings as
well as on the board and all committees. It is difficult to
say how accurately the geographical distribution of ISSCR
membership, with two members working in Canada or the
USA to every one from another part of the world, corre-
lates with the actual distribution of active stem cell
researchers worldwide, but every aspect of the society’s
activities shows that international participation reflects
its members’ national diversity. Of the speakers at the
2007 annual meeting, for example, 48% work in countries
outside of Canada and the USA, and of the 122 members
serving on the Board of Directors or at least one of the 15
standing committees in 2006–2007, 44% work outside
Canada and the USA (Table 1).
The decision to hold the 5th ISSCR Annual Meeting in
Cairns, Australia, the first venue outside of North America,
demonstrates the society’s commitment to the truly
global nature of research and will provide an opportunity
for increased participation by members from the Asia-
Pacific region, which has seen particularly strong funding
and public support for stem cell research in recent years.
In recognition of the higher costs for many of its long-
standing members to travel to the Southern Hemisphere,
the ISSCR expanded its travel awards program tremen-
dously for the 2007 meeting. The ISSCR offered morethan 160 ISSCR travel awards of $1000 USD each to
help defray expenses and partnered with the Australian
Stem Cell Centre, The New York Stem Cell Foundation
(NYSCF), and the California Institute of Regenerative Med-
icine (CIRM) to provide additional travel awards. Future
meetings will be held in North America and other parts
of the world in alternate years, in keeping with the geo-
graphically diverse makeup of its membership.
In addition to the annual meeting series, the ISSCR un-
dertakes a range of activities, from position statements to
public education and outreach, intended to promote the
study of stem cell biology and related fields. Its monthly
newsletter, The Pulse, highlights recent scientific develop-
ments, meeting announcements, information on jobs
and funding, and other news of interest to the global
stem cell community. For those whose interest lies in
human embryonic stem cells, the recommendations
issued by the International Human Embryonic Stem Cell
Guidelines Task Force (http://www.isscr.org/guidelines/
ISSCRhESCguidelines2006.pdf) serve as a new bench-
mark for the ethically responsible conduct of research
using these cells, an invaluable reference point in a field
that has suffered in the past from the lack of an apolitical,
authoritative set of guidelines. This document represents
the cumulative efforts of 30 scientists, ethicists, and legal
experts from around the world working over the course of
more than 1 year, an accomplishment that could only be
made possible by an organization so truly international in
outlook and scope. The society has also compiled and
launched a comprehensive table of international guidelines
and legislation relevant to research into human embryonic
stem cells, somatic cell nuclear transfer, and related fields,
which is now open for browsing and comment on the
ISSCR website (http://isscr.org/public/regions/index.cfm).
The ISSCR remains the world’s foremost stem cell sci-
entific society, but as new national and regional societies
form in every area of the world, the development of new
relationships at the organizational level will be increasingly
important. With stem cell societies already established in
numerous European and Asian countries, and with efforts
underway in Europe, Latin America, and Asia-Oceania to
launch regional research networks, scientists will soon
enjoy more opportunities to exchange and discuss their
findings than ever before, a development that the ISSCR
encourages and supports. In the interests of developingCell Stem Cell 1, July 2007 ª2007 Elsevier Inc. 53
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NA ROW Total NA% ROW%
Meeting Attendees (2006) 1457 745 2202 66% 34%
Committees (2006–2007)
Annual meeting program 5 9 14 36% 64%
Audit 3 0 3 100% 0%
Development 4 0 4 100% 0%
Ethics 5 5 10 50% 50%
Executive 6 1 7 86% 14%
Government affairs 7 9 16 44% 56%
Industry 6 4 10 60% 40%
International 0 10 10 0% 100%
Junior investigator 6 7 13 46% 54%
Membership 3 2 5 60% 40%
Nominating 3 1 4 75% 25%
Publications 2 1 3 67% 33%
Public education 16 4 20 80% 20%
Standards 4 10 14 29% 71%
Website advisory 4 2 6 67% 33%
Committees (Total) 85 66 151 56% 44%
Board of Directors (2006–2007) 13 8 21 62% 38%
All figures as of April 15, 2007. Abbreviations: NA, North America; ROW, rest of world.stronger links with scientists in China, the Society will par-
ticipate in a jointly organized meeting, hosted in Shanghai,
China, by the Shanghai Institutes of Biological Sciences
and Chinese Academy of Sciences in November, 2007,
marking the first time that the ISSCR will add its name to
a conference other than its own annual meeting. This
year has also seen the society enter into discussions
with the International Stem Cell Forum (ISCF), a coalition
of 19 funding bodies from around the world with the com-
mon goal of encouraging international collaboration and
funding support for stem cell research, opening up new
possibilities for collaborative projects between these two
organizations.
Maintaining its international focus is a key priority for the
ISSCR, which established an International Committee to
ensure that the needs, recommendations, and requests
of its members worldwide are recognized and addressed.
The ten members of the committee serve as a first point of
contact for members in their home regions and help with
the review of travel awards and the organization of poster
judging, as well as working to develop new contacts and
networks at the institutional level. Many of the ten mem-
bers additionally serve on either the Board of Directors
or another committee, which is perhaps their most impor-
tant role in helping to build a sense of global community54 Cell Stem Cell 1, July 2007 ª2007 Elsevier Inc.and fair representation. Members with inquiries or sugges-
tions relating to the international activities and character of
the society are encouraged to contact any member of the
International Committee or ISSCR staff, whose contact
information can be found on the ISSCR website.
Louis Pasteur once remarked that, ‘‘Science has no
borders, but scientists have their own mother countries,’’
highlighting the important distinction between scientists
as individuals with unique national, cultural, and linguistic
backgrounds and the shared and universal nature of their
work toward discovery and understanding. In a world
growing smaller thanks to advances in communications
and transportation, Pasteur’s words have taken on even
greater meaning, for as geographical distances become
less important, the social, cultural, and political distances
that separate nations come more sharply into focus. Few
fields of science in recent history have experienced
this effect more acutely than that of stem cell research,
which has been blessed (and sometimes afflicted) by
being born into interesting times. Given the worldwide
recognition of the importance and implications of this
field, the extent to which the ISSCR has been able to rep-
resent and serve a diverse and rapidly expanding global
stem cell community is perhaps the surest measure of
its success.
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